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BASIC WATER NEEDS OF TURFGRASS

Historic recommendations in Nebraska have been to provide
turfgrass with 1 to 1% inches of water per week from rainfall
and/or irrigation. However, different types of turfgrass have
different requirements and respond differently to dry
periods. Homeowners also have different preferences for
their lawns appearance. Following one rule for all turfgrass
types leads to water waste, as does the “set it and forget it”
strategy often used with automatic irrigation. For turfgrass,
staying on the dry side is healthier than overwatering.



WHEN DOES TURFGRASS NEED WATER

Kentucky bluegrass and tall fescue need irrigation when it begins to show
signs of water stress. Symptoms include developing an off bluish color;
footprints or wheel tracks remaining in the turf after it is walked on or
mowed; and rolled or folded grass blades. Irrigate when turfgrass shows signs
of needing water rather than using the “set it and forget it” strategy. The best
setting for automatic irrigation systems is manual, allowing the homeowner
the flexibility to choose when to irrigate.
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